
The Chester Heights Fire Company is an all-volunteer Fire Department of 35 active Members  protecting a 
dense area with a combined population of 75K residents.  Over the last five years we committed our time 
and dollars to the training and betterment of our firefighters and their ability to respond to emergencies.  In 
addition to training, our organization is dedicated to the overall health of our team and provides annual phys-

icals for the membership keeping them fit for duty.   
 
We have spent significant 
time achieving State and 
Nationally recognized certifi-
cations. We are proud to pro-
vide the following statistics, 
(listed on the right) which 
demonstrates our commit-
ment towards certifications 
and training.  
 
In addition to the State and 
National Certification train-
ing; the department operates 
a rigorous training schedule 
conducting over 130 hours of 
in-house training sessions 
annually.   
 
Our leadership is headed by 

individuals with a strong safety background; and are certain that appropriate 
budget dollars are spent on compliant protective equipment  and equipment 
which affords our members the greatest level of safety.  This commitment of 
time and funding towards training and safety does cost money to maintain.  Of-
ten funds are reallocated from equipment replacement  to pay for training and 
safety.  It is an easy decision to make to provide our members the best chance 
to operate safely.  With  that said; the replacement of some operational equip-
ment was put on the back-burner.  Securing additional grant dollars goes a long 
way to keep our station progressing.  

 

Message from the Officers 
Thank You 

Fire Company by the Numbers 
Fire Preparedness 

Safety Tips 

MESSAGE FROM THE OFFICERS 

www.ChesterHeights71.com   @ChesterHeightsFire 
 

95% of our 
Interior 
Firefighters are 
certified to 
National Fire 1 
level 

80% of our 
Drivers are 
certified to 
National Driver 
Operator 

100% of our Fire 
Chiefs are 
certified to 
National Fire 
Officer 2 level 

92% of our 
Active 
Firefighters are 
certified to State 
Vehicle Rescue 
Technician level  
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In 2016, the Chester Heights Borough Council passed a 
fire tax ordinance ensuring that Chester Heights Fire Company 
stays strong and is prepared to respond in an emergency to save 
lives and property for residents.  The incremental change in your 
property taxes allocates .4 mills strictly for the benefit of the fire com-
pany.  This tax yields approximately $79K of revenue to the fire com-
pany per year, varying slightly depending on timely payments and dis-
counts taken by residents.   The fire tax has freed our members from 
holding donation drives and has allowed us to focus on training and 
service instead.  With the fire tax in place, we are no longer in danger 
of having a cash shortfall in 2022 as originally projected in 2016 and 
have begun saving for upcoming capital expenditures.  

Our largest upcoming capital expenditure will be the replacement of 
the Rescue-Engine in 2022.  We are estimating the cost of the Rescue
-Engine to be between $750K-$800K, but as always, we will be review-
ing multiple options to secure one that is of the best value and shows 
prudent stewardship of your tax dollars.         

Thank you for your continued support of the Chester Heights Volunteer 
Fire Company. 
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R   T  B  
“While smoke alarms and CO detectors are installed in 96 percent of US homes, 20 percent of those alarms are not 
functioning, mainly due to dead or missing batteries.”1 Daylight saving time is coming up. This is a great time to avoid 
being a part of that 20% and change your smoke (and carbon monoxide) detector batteries, and then test them for good 
measure. We recommend testing your alarms the 1st day of every month and a reminder to replace your batteries twice 
per year when you are changing your clocks so that you don’t forget!  
 
C   P  F  E  P  
You’ve probably heard the saying “fail to plan, plan to fail” before. This is one of those times that planning is imperative 
for your safety, especially if you have children in the house. “Every Second Counts: Plan 2 Ways Out!” That being said, 
make sure your fire escape plan includes two exits, accessible windows and familiarity with your home in the dark. Prac-
tice escape routes twice per year at the same time you’re changing smoke detector batteries! 
 
H  F  P  
U.S. fire departments respond to a house fire every 23 seconds but there are steps you can take to prevent them from 
occurring in your home.  

 Never leave your oven or grill unattended and always keep children away.  

 Grills should be placed at least 10 feet away from anything flammable (siding, decks, eaves, tree branches).  

 In a home where oxygen is used, never smoke cigarettes.  

 Don’t smoke cigarettes when you are tired - the risk of falling asleep with a cigarette still burning is too high.  

 Keep your small kitchen appliances unplugged and replace any frayed wires.  

 Use space heaters that are Underwriters Laboratories (UL) listed and keep them away from anything flammable.  

 Make sure your wood stove or fireplace fires are completely out before leaving your house or going to bed.  

 Keep your portable generators outside.  

 Place fire extinguishers in rooms with cooking appliances and wood burning fireplaces and stoves...and know how to 
use them! 

W  T  D  D  A H   F  
 
Fire is fast, hot, dark and deadly. 
 
Keeping these things in mind will help you pro-
ceed accordingly should you find yourself in this 
horrific situation.  Since smoke and toxic gas-
ses rise, you want to stay low.  If you or your 
clothing catch fire, stop, drop and roll.  
 
If that isn’t an option, try smothering the flames 
with a blanket or towel.  As you work to exit 
your home, always feel the doorknob before 
opening the door; if it is hot, leave it closed 
and find your secondary exit.  
That being said, open all doors slowly and shut 
them quickly if there is smoke or fire.  
 
If you get out, alert firefighters to any people or 
pets still in the house.  
 
If you are unable to escape, think prevention. 
You want to prevent as much smoke and fire 
from entering your area as possible. Close 
all doors, cover any spaces or cracks with tow-
els or tap, close all vents. If you are on a sec-
ond story or higher level, find a window and 
indicate where you are located with some-
thing lightly colored or using a flashlight.  



G  S  
 Generators should be used in well ventilated locations outside at least 5 feet away from all doors, windows, and 

vent openings. Measure the 5-foot distance from the generator exhaust system to the building. 

 Never use a generator in an attached garage, even with the door open. 

 Place generators so that exhaust fumes can’t enter the home through win-
dows, doors or other openings in the building. The exhaust must be directed 
away from the building. 

 Make sure to install carbon monoxide (CO) alarms in your home. Follow man-
ufacturer’s instructions for correct placement and mounting height. 

 Turn off generators and let them cool down before refueling. Never refuel a 
generator while it is hot. 

 Store fuel for the generator in a container that is intended for the purpose and 
is correctly labeled as such. Store the containers outside of living areas. 

H  S  
Keep anything that can burn at least three-feet away from heating equipment, 

like the furnace, fireplace, wood stove, or portable space heater.  

Have a three-foot “kid-free zone” around open fires and space heaters.  

Never use your oven to heat your home.  

Have a qualified professional install stationary space heating equipment, water 
heaters or central heating equipment according to the local codes and manu-
facturer’s instructions. • 

Have heating equipment and chimneys cleaned and inspected every year by a 
qualified professional.  

Remember to turn portable heaters off when leaving the room or going to bed.  

  Always use the right kind of fuel, specified by the manufacturer, for fuel burn-
ing space heaters.  

Make sure the fireplace has a sturdy screen to stop sparks from flying into the 
room. Ashes should be cool before putting them in a metal container. Keep 
the container a safe distance away from your home.  

 Test smoke alarms at least once a month.  

Learn More at nfpa.org/educa on 

C   
Blow out all candles when you leave the room or go to bed.  

Avoid the use of candles in the bedroom and other areas where people may fall asleep.  

Keep candles at least 1 foot away from anything that can burn.  

Use candle holders that are sturdy, and won’t tip over easily.  

Put candle holders on a sturdy, uncluttered surface.  

 Light candles carefully. Keep your hair and any loose clothing away from the flame.  

Don’t burn a candle all the way down — put it out before it gets too close to the holder or 
container.  

Never use a candle if oxygen is used in the home.  

Have flashlights and battery-powered lighting ready to use during a power outage. Never 
use candles.  
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